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FIRST SINO-NZ COOPERATION PROGRAM
GRADUATES CELEBRATED

Alexandra Grace and Selena Fox with graduates

Thursday 16 June 2016 has been written into the New Zealand Tertiary College (NZTC) history books as the inaugural
graduation ceremony for the Sino-New Zealand Cooperation Program took place in Fuzhou, China.

The Fujian Preschool Education College, education agency China
Liberal Technology Development Company Limited and New
Zealand Tertiary College came together to celebrate the first 142
graduates of the program which aims to support early childhood
teacher education in China.
Founded in 2013, the program sees students graduate with
an NZTC, New Zealand Qualifications Authority approved,
Certificate in Early Childhood Teaching (Level 6) and a China
Ministry of Education approved three year Diploma in Early
Childhood Education. Supported by Education New Zealand, the
educational relationship between New Zealand and China has
been strong, endorsed by the addition of NZTC to the Chinese
Ministry of Education’s Study Abroad List in December last year.
Education New Zealand government representative in China,
Alexandra Grace, attended the ceremony and shared a special
message with the graduates.
“Relationships between countries are shaped by leaders, but
developed by people. As the first cohort of graduates you are
now dual ambassadors both for China and New Zealand. You
hold in your hands, and in your hearts, and in your minds an
understanding of both our countries which is necessary to take
the New Zealand – China relationship to greater heights still,”
said Grace.

NZTC Chief Executive Selena Fox thanked Ms Grace for attending
the event, appreciating the opportunity to share first-hand the
difference NZTC’s certificate qualification has enabled in the
learning and lives of the students.
“This inaugural graduation ceremony symbolises the successful
cooperation that crosses oceans, languages and cultures
between New Zealand and China, coming together as a result of
our shared commitment to the education of teachers of young
children,” said Fox.
Graduate speaker Wenfeng Zhu reflected on the graduates early
childhood education journey to date.
“During our time of study, NZTC expatriated many outstanding
professors in the field of early childhood education to our
school to further explain the relevant knowledge to us. At the
same time, it provided us with hands-on experience in foreign
teaching methods,” she shared.
Further educational opportunities are available for the graduates
as they consider completing an NZTC Bachelor of Education
(ECE) in China or New Zealand, or a teaching qualification in New
Zealand.
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CHINA TRIP REINFORCES GLOBAL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONNECTIONS
“I was humbled by the exposure to the ancient and beautiful
Chinese culture and I struggled to say no to the amazing diversity
of food options presented to me by my fantastic hosts,” said Ra.
After an amazing experience abroad Ra was returning home
when he noticed a little boy and his grandmother boarding the
same flight to Hong Kong. The trio ended up sitting together on
the next flight to Auckland with Ra engaging with the small boy
for most of the flight before parting ways with a farewell at the
airport expecting to never see one another again.
Just two weeks later Ra was visiting an early childhood centre in
central Auckland when a small boy grabbed Ra by the finger and
tugged at him to go and play. The teachers were stunned as they
explained that the little boy was still developing his English and
didn’t take well to strangers.

NZTC lecturer Ra Keelan recently spent three weeks at
the Fujian Preschool Education College in Fuzhou, China,
teaching, mentoring and supporting students enrolled in
the Sino-New Zealand Cooperation Program.

Ra thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to share Aotearoa with the
Fujian Preschool Education College and support lessons focused
on curriculum studies (language and literacy, visual and performing
arts), child guidance, bicultural practices and study skills.

It was at this point that Ra paid particular attention and asked
if the boy had just returned from China. The teachers said yes
and Ra shared the amazing coincidence that this little boy had
been his travel buddy on the flight home from China, now
reunited in a New Zealand early childhood centre. His teachers
were astonished at his amazing memory recall and how he had
recognised Ra straight away and made the connection.
“Who would have thought that the same little face I saw in China
would recognise me here on the other side of the world. I never
expected to see this little guy again, but it goes to show that
our children really are global citizens and our early childhood
connections and relationships are equally global,” Ra shared.

DID YOU KNOW?
New Zealand is ranked as the world’s fourth safest
nation. The Institute of Economic and Peace (IEP),
has ranked 163 countries from safest to most
dangerous in the 10th edition of the Global Peace
Index.
Iceland was named the world’s most peaceful
country for the sixth year in a row, followed by
Denmark, Austria and New Zealand, holding its
position from last year.
To read more click HERE
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CHINA BECKONS FOR NZTC MARKETING TEAM
NZTC International Marketing Team Lead Yuan Wang will
travel through China from 1 August to 26 August to meet with
Educational Partners and prospective students in Qingdao,
Jinan, Hefei, Suzhou, Nanjing, Hangzhou, Nanchang and Fuzhou.
City

Date

Qingdao

1-2 August

Jinan

3-5 August

Hefei

8-9 August

Suzhou

10-12 August

Nanjing

15-16 August

Hangzhou

17-19 August

Nanchang

22-23 August

Fuzhou

24-26 August

If you know of someone in China who may be interested in
learning more about studying a specialist early childhood
education program in New Zealand, please contact
international@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz or phone +64 9 520 4000
(Auckland) / +64 3 366 8000 (Christchurch).
Yuan can also be contacted directly during his travel through
China at yuan.wang@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz to organise an
appointment.

Yuan Wang

NZTC HEAD OFFICE AND
AUCKLAND CAMPUS
Level 2, 1 Marewa Rd, Greenlane
Auckland 1051, New Zealand
PO Box 17143, Greenlane
Auckland 1546, New Zealand
p: +64 9 520 4000
f: +64 9 520 4020

CHRISTCHURCH CAMPUS

Unit 12 & 13, 114 Sawyers Arms Road
Christchurch 8052
Canterbury, New Zealand
PO Box 5561, Papanui
Christchurch 8542, New Zealand
p: +64 3 366 8000
f: +64 3 366 8020

CONTACT US
NEW ZEALAND

e: international@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz
w: www.nztertiarycollege.ac.nz

MUMBAI OFFICE

No. 202, Makhija Chambers
2nd Floor, 196 Turner Road
(Guru Nanak Marg)
Bandra (W)
Mumbai 400050, India
p: +91 22 674 87070
f: +91 22 674 87040

MEMBER OF
INDIA

e: info@nztertiarycollege.in
w: www.nztertiarycollege.in
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