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SOUTH AFRICAN TEACHER
FLOURISHING IN ECE SECTOR IN NZ
Yolanda Smit had been an early childhood education (ECE) professional in South Africa for 20 years when,
in 2009, she and her husband decided to move their family to New Zealand.
Upon arriving in the country, she learnt that she needed further
study to be able to register as an early childhood teacher with
the Education Council of Aotearoa New Zealand.
“I realised that the only way I would be able to work as a
registered early childhood teacher was to study, so I decided to
enrol as an international student while applying for residency,”
said Smit.

With a 35 year history of providing New Zealand Qualifications
Authority (NZQA) approved ECE programs ranging from
certificate to master’s level, and flexible modes of learning that
would enable Smit to balance her studies with work, family and
other commitments, New Zealand Tertiary College (NZTC) was
the perfect choice.
She enrolled to study a Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early
Childhood Education), which would equip her with the
knowledge and skills to practice as an early childhood teacher
in New Zealand, as well as make her eligible to apply for teacher
registration upon graduating.
“At first it was challenging studying again after many years. I was
in a new country and online study was a whole new field for me
but after submitting my first assignment, I understood it better,”
Smit explained.
The college’s Blended Learning mode enabled Smit to combine
the flexibility of online study with face-to-face learning and
practical experience, including tutorials, Block Courses and Field
Practice.

Yolanda reads to a child at her ECE centre

“At Block Courses I had the opportunity to meet fellow students
and offer and receive support with any questions in person, while
NZTC Online enabled me to connect with lecturers and other
students online and engage in discussions about assignments,”
she said.
Throughout her studies, she made use of NZTC’s extensive
support system available to students, which includes dedicated
teams on hand to help with anything from academic queries and
IT problems, to adjusting to life in New Zealand.
Today, Smit is the head teacher at a day care centre, where she
manages a team of early childhood teachers and plays an active
role in ensuring the smooth operation of the centre.
“The knowledge that I gained from studying with NZTC has
helped me to become an effective ECE teacher using a holistic
approach and embracing each child’s unique personality and
potential.”

Yolanda and her husband enjoying New Zealand's beautiful scenery
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DIARY OF AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT’S ORIENTATION
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Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Early Childhood Education) student Amity Chan-Caco moved to New Zealand in October to
study at New Zealand Tertiary College’s Auckland Campus.
After arriving in the country from Bermuda, she attended the college’s orientation program, which is filled with informative sessions
and fun activities for new students to get acquainted with their new college and city. In the diary entries below, Amity shares her
thoughts on New Zealand, NZTC and orientation in her own words.

Wednesday 11 October – Getting to know NZTC

“My first impression of New Zealand is that this is a very
beautiful country with friendly and accommodating people.
I initially thought that, being an adult, the college would give
me what I need for my studies and then I’d be on my own.
After the first day of orientation it’s clear that I was wrong.
All the staff at NZTC are very supportive and really trying to
help the new students – especially international students. It’s
very comforting.
I already made new friends on my first day. One of the Indian
students initiated a group selfie, and by the end of the day she
had already started a group chat for us, which is amazing.”

Friday 13 October – Exploring Auckland
Thursday 12 October – A traditional welcome

“The NZTC team informed us how to use NZTC
Online, and who to ask if we have any queries or
encounter any problems during our studies.
I feel well-prepared for what to expect when my
studies commence. I really enjoyed the pōhiri [Māori
welcoming ceremony].
All the students felt like we were welcomed very well
and we could really feel the family spirit at NZTC. I
got quite emotional during the ceremony because I
feel like the college is treating us all like one family. I
know that this won’t be a smooth journey and that
there will be ups and downs along the way, so it’s a
comfort to know that I have new friends and NZTC
staff who are there to help me.”

“I enjoyed the field trip on the last day of
orientation because I had the chance to have
some more bonding time with my peers and
some of the NZTC staff. Visiting the Auckland
Museum, I was amazed by the rich culture of
New Zealand. The museum visit has given me
insight into the country’s culture, and I hope
to be as respectful of New Zealanders’ culture
as they are of mine.
I am truly grateful that Kiwis are accepting of
those of us from different cultures, and that
we can work together as a team. I will take all
the learnings that I gained from orientation
and apply it during my studies. After
orientation, I have the knowledge to start my
NZTC study journey with confidence.”
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FIRST SINO-NZ COOPERATION PROGRAM STUDENT TO STUDY
IN NZ GRADUATES
Chinese student Fiona Zhu is excited to continue on her early childhood education journey after completing a
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood Education) with New Zealand Tertiary College (NZTC).
Fiona started her journey by studying a Certificate in Early
Childhood Teaching (Level 6) – now known as the New Zealand
Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 6) –
through the college’s partnership with the Fujian Preschool
Education College in China.

After graduating with a Level 6 qualification, Fiona decided to
take the pathway opportunity available to further her studies
with the college in New Zealand – the first student from the
partnership to do so – and complete additional courses to gain a
Bachelor of Education (ECE).

NZTC has been collaborating with the Fujian Preschool Education
College and education agency China Liberal Technology
Development Company Limited since 2013 to support early
childhood teacher education in China through the Sino-NZ
Cooperation Program.

“I wanted to learn more about early childhood education in a
setting where I would be able to interact with children from
different cultures, as I think it is interesting and a valuable
experience. New Zealand, which encapsulates a variety of
cultures, was the perfect place to do so,” explained Fiona.
Making the transition from studying in China to studying in New
Zealand went seamlessly, as she received extensive support
from NZTC’s lecturers – many of whom she had met in person
when they travelled to China to teach students studying NZTC
programs.
“The NZTC lecturers have been very supportive during my
studies. If I have any questions, I can just talk with them and
they will give me some guidance,” said Fiona.
Although practical experience is not a requirement of the
Bachelor of Education (ECE), she enjoyed working as a relief
teacher in ECE centres to gain further knowledge and experience
of early childhood education in New Zealand before studying a
qualification with a strong practical component.
“Working in ECE centres gave me a good understanding of
different cultures. It was interesting to see how ECE here is
different to China. In New Zealand, children spend a lot more
time outdoors to learn and play.”
Fiona hopes to continue studying with NZTC in New Zealand
and pursue the Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early Childhood
Education) so she will be eligible to apply for NZ teacher
registration.
“I hope that when I have completed my studies I’ll have the
opportunity to stay on in New Zealand and use the knowledge
and skills that I have gained to work as an early childhood
teacher.”

Fiona Zhu
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NZ RANKED BEST IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE
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New Zealand has come out tops in the latest Worldwide Educating for the Future Index.
Produced by the Economist Intelligence Unit for the Yidan
Prize Foundation, the index evaluates education systems in
35 economies across 16 indicators, assessing the education
policy environment, teaching environment and socio-economic
environment.
New Zealand earned full marks in categories including curriculum
framework for future skills, teacher education, collaboration
between universities and industry, and cultural diversity and
tolerance.

According to the report, New Zealand is successful due to the
country viewing educating for future skills as a broadly-agreed
strategic imperative, and having a systematic government-led
approach to making its education system fit for purpose.
Other countries that ranked in the top 10 include Canada,
Finland, Switzerland and Singapore.
To learn more about this year’s Worldwide Education for the
Future Index, visit educatingforthefuture.economist.com
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