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OUR 40 YEAR HISTORY COMMEMORATED

To celebrate the significant milestone of 40 years, we have 
created an online commemorative booklet to share the college’s 
journey since its inception in 1982. We have come a long way.

Featuring achievements and challenges faced throughout the 
years, the booklet highlights key moments in the college’s 
history. 

The booklet is available for viewing and downloading by clicking the image below.

“For the last 24 years, I have been grateful for the vision put into 
action from that first day in 1982 and the difference it has made 
in my life. As I read through this history booklet I reflect on many 
wonderful milestones and sector contributions over the years 
that NZTC has gifted,” said Chief Executive Selena Fox.
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"NZTC has hugely contributed to the training of early childhood educators across New Zealand 
for the last 40 years. I remember the very first intake of teachers! The balance of practical 
and theoretical components in the college’s study programs, enabling learning in the ECE 
workplace, have supported graduates to hit the ground running in their teaching careers. 
This education is hugely valued by New Shoots and the ECE sector as centres throughout the 
country support children and their families with everyday life.

“Thank you NZTC for supporting a critical need in our communities by serving our ECE sector 
with outstanding teachers of young children.” 

-   Michelle Pratt, Director and Owner of New Shoots Children’s Centres

Director and Owner of New Shoots Children’s Centres reflects on the contributions of NZTC Director and Owner of New Shoots Children’s Centres reflects on the contributions of NZTC 
to the ECE sector…to the ECE sector…
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Rosanjela Dias

Originally a high school languages teacher in Sri Lanka, 
Rosanjela Dias made the decision to move to New Zealand 
to pursue further studies and a career change from teaching 
teenagers to teaching toddlers.

“I was a teacher in Sri Lanka and always wanted to be a teacher 
in a different field with a different approach. It was easy for 
me to study at NZTC since it specialises in early childhood 
education.”

Dias appreciated the flexible approach to the program, allowing 
her to fit work commitments around study. She completed 
the New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and 
Care (Level 6) in 2016 and took some time off study, before 
graduating with a Bachelor of Teaching (ECE) in 2019.

“While studying at NZTC, I enjoyed the flexibility of studies and 
how I could choose my own start dates. Also, the flexibility 
of the college’s programs enabled me to study full-time while 
working full-time.”

The now fully registered teacher has been working at a 
privately-owned ECE centre in Auckland’s North Shore for 
five years. She is currently the team leader in the babies and 
toddlers room and says her study at NZTC combining a balance 
of theory and practical Field Experience has been invaluable 
for her career.

“My studies gave me thorough theoretical knowledge when 
it comes to documenting the learning and applying these in 
professional practice at the centre. All the theories gave me so 
much understanding about children’s development, like why 
this is happening.”

A highlight for Dias in her role as team leader is working 
alongside the local community and parents at her centre. 

“I love working with the parents and they are so involved in 
the child's learning and development. Also, I have an awesome 
team who work so well together.”

She believes it’s important to teach children about the different 
cultures reflected in the community, and enjoys sharing her 
own Sri Lankan heritage with the children at her centre.

Her advice for those also considering entering the early 
childhood sector is simply one word – passion. 

“ECE is a fabulous field where you not only work, but learn and 
enjoy. You must have the passion for the work that's needed.”  

Looking ahead, Dias has her eyes set on a management position 
and plans to reach her goals by studying NZTC’s Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education (Leadership and Management).

“Now I’m trying to juggle being a parent so studying online 
with NZTC will be the best option for me.”

A LIFELONG PASSION FOR TEACHING OPENS THE WAY TO A FULFILLING 
CAREER IN AOTEAROA

Sri Lankan graduate, Rosanjela Dias, enjoyed NZTC’s flexible study options, paving the way to 
teacher registration and landing her dream job in New Zealand.

ECE is a fabulous field where you not 
only work, but learn and enjoy. 

You must have the passion for the 
work that's needed.
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English Language Proficiency requirements
for students with a border exemption 

Offshore international students wishing to enter New Zealand under a 
border exemption and begin their studies with New Zealand Tertiary College 
(NZTC), should ensure they meet the requirements for English Language 
Proficiency as set out by the Teaching Council of Aotearoa New Zealand and 
the New Zealand Qualifications Authority.

The Teaching Council requires valid English Language Proficiency test results 
granted within the past two years. 

NZTC will await further direction from the New Zealand Government and 
Immigration New Zealand on border policies before issuing the Offer of Place 
for offshore international students.

For further information, please see here.

STUDENTS SHARE THEIR FAVOURITE SPOTS IN AOTEAROA

From stretches of sandy bays in the north to glaciers in the south, New Zealand has something for 
everyone. We asked NZTC Graduate Diploma in Teaching (ECE) student, Sam Wang, to share his 
favourite place in the country and where he would like to visit next.

Top spot: Top spot: 

Dunedin

What to do there:What to do there:
My favourite place is the botanical garden in Dunedin.  
It is the oldest botanical garden in New Zealand  
(established in 1863). You can enjoy musical  
performances in summer, or do some hiking trails all  
year round. There is a bird centre where you can see  
a range of local birds. Also, there is a duck pond for  
children and families to feed the ducks and pigeons.  
What impressed me most was a gigantic tree that has  
been standing there for hundreds of years.

Where to next?Where to next?
I would like to visit Rotorua one day because I heard that  
it’s a unique place with amazing geothermal  
parks, mud spas, hot springs, a beautiful  
Whakarewarewa Forest as well as many lakes.  
I think I’ll go there with my family since there  
are many family adventures  available.

Native birds such as the 

Tui can be spotted in the 

botanical gardens

Sam was impressed by the 

ancient trees in the Dunedin 

Botanic Gardens
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