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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF NZTC: 
A Q&A WITH BACHELOR OF TEACHING 

(ECE) PROGRAM LEADER

As we celebrate a milestone 40 years of empowering students to 
care, educate and serve meaningfully and effectively, we reflect 
on some important initiatives that have shaped the college into 
what it is today.

One such initiative in 2007, saw NZTC become the first private 
training establishment in New Zealand to gain approval to offer 
a specialist early childhood degree, the Bachelor of Teaching 
(ECE).

This is a popular program of study, allowing graduates to apply 
for teacher registration in New Zealand, opening the way to 
limitless employment opportunities in early childhood centres 
across the country.

We caught up with NZTC’s Bachelor of Teaching (ECE) Program 
Leader, Trish Thomas, who shares her reflections on the college’s 
transformative journey.

What are the biggest changes that you have seen at NZTC 
during the 24 years you have been at the college? 

NZTC has grown significantly in student numbers, qualifications, 
and international engagement over the past two decades. 
I believe strong partnerships in the education sector, the 
effective use of technology, and a continued focus on leadership 
have enabled this. When I started at NZTC we were a small 
organisation that relied on classroom settings and student 
assessments written and recorded on paper. Technology has 
allowed us to reach more people from many different countries 
and expand our resources significantly.  

What ECE initiatives have you helped to implement over the 
years at NZTC? What are you most proud of? 

Oh, this is a hard question. One initiative completed always 
opens the door for the next one, so I tend to focus on the 
‘what next’ possibility. I have appreciated the opportunity to 
be involved in curriculum development over the years and 
the learning I have personally gained from the research and 
writing this involves. If I have to name one moment of the most 
satisfaction – it was the hard-fought approval for the Bachelor 

of Teaching degree back in 2007. NZTC deserved to be the first 
private training establishment in New Zealand to gain approval 
to offer a specialist early childhood degree, the Bachelor of 
Teaching (ECE). And it has been onwards and upwards from 
there.

You must have visited many early childhood centres 
throughout Aotearoa New Zealand over the years?

I treasure the early childhood centre moments that I walk 
into each week. I aspire to see thriving children learning in 
interesting and engaging play environments, supported by 
informed, resilient, and compassionate teachers. And for these 
teachers to advocate for strong and resilient families, whānau, 
and communities. 

How do you envisage the next 40 years for NZTC?

To still be going strong, to be using technology in new and 
innovative ways, and to continue the vision of responding to 
the needs of families and communities. 

NZTC was the first private training provider in New Zealand to gain approval to offer the Bachelor of 
Teaching (ECE).

Trish Thomas
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5 REASONS TO STUDY EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION WITH NZTC

NZTC offers early childhood qualifications  NZTC offers early childhood qualifications  
that are recognised in many countries around that are recognised in many countries around 

the world, and I believe them to be of the highest the world, and I believe them to be of the highest 
quality. For 40 years NZTC has been offering their quality. For 40 years NZTC has been offering their 
programs, which combine hands-on experience  programs, which combine hands-on experience  

in the ECE field with online learning. The ECE in the ECE field with online learning. The ECE 
curriculum in New Zealand is among the best in  curriculum in New Zealand is among the best in  
the world, so I believe these factors combine to the world, so I believe these factors combine to 

create rich and effective learning.create rich and effective learning.

A critical factor in my decision to enrol  A critical factor in my decision to enrol  
with NZTC was the flexible workplace learning.  with NZTC was the flexible workplace learning.  

As a full-time working mum, I can manage my time As a full-time working mum, I can manage my time 
more effectively. Since we reside in New Zealand’s more effectively. Since we reside in New Zealand’s 
South Island, moving was not an option. However, South Island, moving was not an option. However, 

NZTC’s progressive study modes have allowed NZTC’s progressive study modes have allowed 
me to gain a quality education largely from the me to gain a quality education largely from the 

comfort of home.comfort of home.

NZTC really prioritises student health and  NZTC really prioritises student health and  
wellbeing. I constantly feel supported through wellbeing. I constantly feel supported through 

the college’s proactive decisions and constant the college’s proactive decisions and constant 
contact, particularly during these uncertain  contact, particularly during these uncertain  

times. Staff are always on-hand ready to give  times. Staff are always on-hand ready to give  
kind and detailed responses to queries or  kind and detailed responses to queries or  

concerns. The NZTC Online learning platform  concerns. The NZTC Online learning platform  
also acts as a responsive and useful support  also acts as a responsive and useful support  

system for my studies.system for my studies.

I really liked that I had the opportunity to  I really liked that I had the opportunity to  
engage in Field Practice throughout my study.  engage in Field Practice throughout my study.  
I believe this is a huge advantage, particularly I believe this is a huge advantage, particularly 
when applying for work, as the job market in  when applying for work, as the job market in  
New Zealand is very experience orientated. New Zealand is very experience orientated. 
Hands-on experience definitely plays such a  Hands-on experience definitely plays such a  

crucial part in the process of becoming a crucial part in the process of becoming a 
professional ECE teacher. professional ECE teacher. 

Hitender Jayaseelan,  graduate from India 

Ruby Comboz,  graduate from the Philippines

Inhee Lee,  graduate from Korea

Yuee Chen,  graduate from China 
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3.

2.
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Internationally recognised

Flexible study options

Extensive support services

Hands-on learning

NZTC’s comprehensive and professional 
programs are internationally 
recognised and approved by the New 
Zealand Qualifications Authority 
(NZQA). Graduates gain skills valued 
by employers globally, such as critical 
thinking and collaboration with peers.

International students are provided 
with a range of support services, 
including Pastoral Support, IT Help, 
Academic Skills Support and a 
dedicated International Team on 
hand to ensure they feel comfortable 
throughout their program.

NZTC is committed to offering study 
programs via flexible technology 
enhanced modes of learning that 
supports lifelong learning journeys.

Early childhood programs with NZTC 
focus on blending theoretical learning 
with practical application through Field 
Experience in centres throughout New 
Zealand.
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My NZTC qualification has definitely opened  My NZTC qualification has definitely opened  
up a number of exciting opportunities. While up a number of exciting opportunities. While 

studying, I was working as a reliever and received studying, I was working as a reliever and received 
several offers for teaching positions in different several offers for teaching positions in different 

centres which was a very big encouragement for centres which was a very big encouragement for 
me. I wanted to gain more knowledge in the field me. I wanted to gain more knowledge in the field 
and finish my studies. Putting in all the hard work, and finish my studies. Putting in all the hard work, 

together with my passion for teaching and my goal together with my passion for teaching and my goal 
to create a fun and caring learning environment to create a fun and caring learning environment 

for all children, I was given the great opportunity of for all children, I was given the great opportunity of 
becoming a Centre Manager.becoming a Centre Manager.  

With a shortage of qualified early 
childhood teachers in New Zealand 
and NZTC’s high rate of graduate 
employment, (NZTC boasts an 88.7% 
employment rate compared to the 
national average of 61.75%) job 
opportunities are extensive.

Jon Pe,  graduate from the Philippines 

5. Plentiful career opportunities

STUDENTS SHARE THEIR FAVOURITE SPOTS IN AOTEAROA

From stretches of sandy bays in the north to glaciers in the south, New Zealand has something 
for everyone. We asked NZTC Graduate Diploma in Teaching (ECE) student, Toru Yuasa, to 
share his favourite place in the country and where he would like to visit next.

Top spot:Top spot: 
Tekapo and Twizel

What to do there: What to do there:   
Tekapo and Twizel are in the Mackenzie 
district in the South Island and are roughly 
a three-hour drive from both Queenstown 
and Christchurch. Tekapo is one of the dark 
sky reserves and world-renowned stargazing 
places. Several companies have stargazing tours 
so you can enjoy the stunning night sky with 
knowledgeable guides. Daytime is enjoyable for 
fishing. Between Tekapo and Twizel, there are 
hydro canals for electric generation. The canals 
have salmon farms that feed wild trout and 
sometimes salmon escape from the cage. You 
can catch the delicious salmon if you are lucky!

Where to next?Where to next? 
The destination that I would like to visit is 
Rotorua, because I would like to enjoy hot 
springs and fishing.

Tekapo is an International

dark sky reserve

Toru catching some 

salmon in the hydro  

canals

Photo credit: Ira Gorelick
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A CHANGE IN PERSPECTIVE FOR TEACHING STUDENT   

The Covid-19 pandemic helped Kim Xu realise the importance of teaching resilience in young children, 
prompting her to study towards a qualification in early childhood.

It was a revelation of what it means to be an educator that 
inspired Graduate Diploma in Teaching (ECE) student, Kim Xu, 
to pursue a career in early childhood.

“Having taught English to adults for more than three years, I 
found that the key to achievement is less in one’s knowledge or 
skills, but rather determination, resilience and passion. 

“When the pandemic struck, I increasingly realised that resilience 
should be taught as early as possible. I believe early childhood 
education settings are where these qualities can be nurtured. It 
is a place where seeds are planted and new buds sprout.”

Now almost at the end of her studies, Xu is thrilled to be working 
alongside young tamariki, both helping them grow and learning 
from them.

“Working with young children frees me from many 
presumptions, bias, and existing beliefs which I have taken for 
granted and never carefully examined. 

“The children are full of imagination, fresh thoughts, pure energy 
and sheer passion. For me, the classroom is always a place full 
of miracles.”

When looking for a provider to gain a qualification and kick-
start her career in the sector, Xu says she was drawn to 
NZTC’s reputation and 40-year history of providing quality ECE 
programs.

“NZTC has always been my first choice. I value academic quality 
when I choose a program and NZTC’s reputation, its practical 
curriculum, and history has given me the confidence.

“I compared the Graduate Diploma program of NZTC with that 
of other institutions and the course setting and study schedule 
offered by NZTC were more reasonable, informative and better 
structured.” 

Through the Blended Learning program, she has learnt a 
plethora of valuable knowledge and theories, helping to shape 
her own personal teaching philosophy.

“I enjoy reading the literature, doing research and being 
exposed to new areas of study from children’s development, 
teaching strategies and different philosophies. 

“I also enjoy it when I can put this knowledge into practice 
during Field Experience. What I have learnt helps me reflect on 
my practice and make improvements in the future.”

Xu says her teaching philosophy embodies “acceptance, 
recognition and respect for each child’s background, 
personality, interests and mana”. Looking ahead she is eager to 
continue learning as much as she can in her exciting new career.

“I would like to experience teaching all age groups, keep 
on learning te reo Māori and continue putting theories into 
teaching while building reciprocal relationships with children, 
whānau and teachers.”

Kim Xu

I would like to experience teaching all age  
groups, keep on learning te reo Māori and  

continue putting theories into teaching while  
building reciprocal relationships with children,  

whānau and teachers. 


