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MALAYSIAN PARTNERS JOIN NZTC TO 
REFLECT ON THE POWER OF PLAY

The college supported international ECE expert Kathy Hirsh-Pasek to share  
her expertise with a keynote address at the 2019 NZTC Symposium.

While the importance of play is deeply woven throughout the 
ECE sector’s beloved Te Whāriki, a US international play expert 
encourages educators to ensure New Zealand does not follow 
international trends where play is currently at risk.

The 2019 NZTC Symposium shared The Power of Play with 
international play expert Kathy Hirsh-Pasek imparting her 
wealth of knowledge on eager to learn delegates.

Amongst over 100 attendees was Chee Ling Pua, CEO of 
Malaysian early childhood teacher education provider Dika 
College. Dika College’s relationship with NZTC began in 2015 
and they currently deliver NZTC’s Bachelor of Education (Early 
Childhood Education) to students in Malaysia.

NZTC Chief Executive Selena Fox was honoured to welcome 
the college’s Malaysian partner to share in acknowledgement 
of the importance of play.

Hirsh-Pasek spoke about the importance of play in all its forms 
– free play, guided play, and co-opted play. She outlined and 
elaborated on how her 6 C’s – collaboration, communication, 
content, critical thinking, creative innovation and confidence 
– are crucial life skills that are developed directly through play.

The sentiment of no ‘just’ in play was repeated many times by 
Kathy throughout her presentation as she shared, “Play allows 
us to build the suite of skills needed for success.”

 It was so wonderful to have our colleagues from 
Dika College join us. As early childhood educators, 
teachers, mums, dads, grandparents and lovers of 
children we all need to be the champions of this 

powerful force of enhancing children’s wellbeing, 
development and life success. 

NZTC Chief Executive Selena Fox

Selena Fox with Dika College CEO Chee Ling Pua (right)

Selena Fox with international ECE expert Kathy Hirsh-Pasek
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NZTC STUDENTS PREPARE TO INSPIRE
Students at New Zealand Tertiary College are exploring innovative ideas to inspire young children to 
care for themselves and the planet.

Early childhood education students attending recent Block 
Courses at the college’s Auckland and Christchurch campuses 
developed creative ways to educate children on rising global 
challenges.

Inspired by topics such as food, health and sustainability, the 
students created interactive games, performed songs and 
developed healthy recipes to share with future generations.

Graduate Diploma in Teaching (ECE) student Frank Yan said it 
was the practical learning experiences offered by NZTC that 
drew him to the college.

“It has been remarkable – I truly am getting to experience, 
utilise and make sense of what I have learnt,” said Frank.

Block Courses are a prominent feature of the college’s Blended 
Learning mode, which combines the flexibility of online 
learning with face-to-face learning and practical experience.

 I was working as a preschool teacher and looking 
through different options, and was attracted 

by the hands-on experience and flexible online 
learning environment NZTC offers. 

Graduate Diploma in Teaching (ECE) student Frank Yan

Block Courses give students the opportunity to 
put their learning into practice. They are able to 
take the skills and knowledge they’ve learned, 
reflect upon them and incorporate them into 

practical and collaborative activities. 

NZTC Lecturer Julie Plows

NZ RANKED TOP ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY  
IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE FUTURE
New Zealand is ranked third in the Economist Intelligence Unit’s second edition of its 
Worldwide Educating for the Future Index 2018.

Joining Finland and Switzerland in the top three, New Zealand retains its position as the 
number one English-speaking country and top in the Asia-Pacific region.

The index assesses economies worldwide on how well they are preparing their young 
people to meet the challenges of society and work in the future.

New Zealand was one of just six economies to earn perfect marks for the coverage and 
importance the national education strategy affords 21st century skills.
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NZTC GLOBAL PERSONALLY CELEBRATES MALAYSIAN GRADUATE
Senior Marketing Manager Sanil Haria recently visited graduate Zoe Tan in her hometown of 
Kuching to present her with her graduation certificate in person. Zoe shares how studying the 
Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 5) has given her a deeper understanding of 
children’s behaviour.

How have your studies supported your work as an early 
childhood teacher?
From my studies, I learned that all children are different and 
unique and this has helped me understand the children better. 
Not everyone thinks and acts the same. I also learned that the 
upbringing of a child and family relationships play an important 
role.

Why did you choose to study with NZTC Global?
I chose to study with NZTC Global because I could get an 
internationally recognised certificate without being too far 
away from home. It has given me wider career prospects.

What’s next for you?
I’ll definitely continue my study, hopefully in the near future, 
but at the moment I’m concentrating on working hard and 
earning enough money to travel around the world.

What advice would you give to others contemplating 
studying with NZTC Global?
Go for it and give it a try, you never know what you’re capable 
of and you might just be surprised with the results. I know I 
definitely was.

What inspired you to pursue a career in early childhood 
education?
Since I was young, I’ve always been surrounded by kids. I come 
from a very big family with many little cousins and I always end 
up babysitting them. I think that’s where my love for kids came 
from, from always being around them and somehow I find that 
I always get through to them.

Sanil Haria with Zoe Tan

From my studies, I learned that all children  
are different and unique and this has helped me 

understand the children better.
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