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CELEBRATING AN
EVENTFUL YEAR AT NZTC
It’s been a fulfilling year for New Zealand Tertiary College since we kicked off
2017 celebrating our 35th anniversary.

The NZTC Team wishes you a joyous festive season

In January, we expanded our program offerings beyond early
childhood teacher education for the first time in NZTC’s history
by launching two health and wellbeing programs to support the
healthcare sector.

In New Zealand, we welcomed over 300 international students
from around the world during the year, who journeyed from
Germany, South Africa, India, Fiji, Sri Lanka, the Philippines,
Malaysia, Japan, Canada, China, Korea and the UK to study with us.

Throughout the year, more than 100 students enrolled to study
the New Zealand Certificate in Health and Wellbeing – Health
Assistance Strand (Level 3) and New Zealand Certificate in
Health and Wellbeing (Advanced Support) (Level 4), with the first
graduates celebrated in June.

November saw us celebrating more than 40 NZTC India graduates
at the seventh annual graduation ceremony in Mumbai. Chief
Executive Selena Fox travelled to India to honour the graduates in
person and present them with their certificates.

We visited Fuzhou, China, in June to acknowledge 76 students who
completed NZTC’s Certificate in Early Childhood Teaching (Level
6) alongside a local Chinese early childhood education diploma as
part of our Sino-NZ Cooperation Program.
Our International Team strengthened the college’s global reach
by travelling to countries including India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, the
Philippines and China to meet with educational partners and
prospective students in person, forging new relationships and
reinforcing existing ones along the way.

As we wrap up 2017, we would like to remind you that the college
will close for the year on Thursday 21 December 2017 at 5:00pm
and reopen on Monday 8 January 2018 in accordance with our
usual operating hours.
We value and appreciate your support this year, and look forward
to continuing our partnerships in 2018.
Wishing you a wonderful festive season!
Kia ora,
The NZTC Team

contact us at international@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz or visit www.nztertiarycollege.ac.nz

December 2017

NZTC INDIA CELEBRATES SEVENTH
ANNUAL GRADUATION CEREMONY
Over 40 early childhood education graduates
were acknowledged at New Zealand Tertiary
College India’s graduation in November.
As with many years before it, it was another year of firsts as
the college celebrated the expansion of their postgraduate
qualification offerings with the first Postgraduate Certificate
in Education (Leadership and Management) graduate – Helen
Sharrock, receiving her certificate.

Graduate speaker Karuna Mangharam

The ceremony was held at Le Sutra – The Indian Art Hotel in
Mumbai on Sunday 5 November, with NZTC Chief Executive Selena
Fox travelling from New Zealand to share in the festivities with
graduates and their families.

“There were so many different things you have never thought
about – how children think and their holistic development. With
every assessment I learnt something new. This graduation is like
the icing on the cake for me, my daughters are here attending and
I am so happy they are able to be here today,” said Roshinkumar.

Addressing graduates Fox shared, “Children are the gift of our
profession. We are the guiders of our future generation, caretakers
of tender hearts, guardians of play, champions of parents, and
lovers of children, the most important responsibility of all.”

Graduate speaker Karuna Mangharam shared her study journey
with fellow graduates and her reasoning behind pursuing a
Bachelor of Education (ECE) to support her directing of a preprimary school that she and her sister started in 2010.

“This seventh NZTC India graduation is an extraordinary
achievement for a New Zealand early childhood education
college. Our NZTC first value of VISION shines brightly, as it is the
inspiration that VISION offers us each day that has led us to the
international achievements we celebrate today for the graduates
and children of India. NZTC is as committed as it was on our first
day in India to continuing to offer flexible, accessible, highest
quality early childhood curriculums and support to teachers of
young children in India, and we are incredibly honoured to do
so,” she said.

“I found the NZTC degree to be most suitable for me because
it was an international college with a local presence. I couldn’t
have gone ahead course after course if I didn’t have the support
from the NZTC support team. The online discussions and prompt
response to my emails by the NZTC support team nudged me in
the right direction,” said Mangharam.

A number of special commendation awards were presented to
graduates who excelled in their studies. The most outstanding
student for the Certificate in Early Childhood Education (Level 5)
was awarded jointly to NZTC’s own staff member Sushma Nair,
and Sheeba Roshinkumar.

2017 has been a big year for New Zealand Tertiary College,
celebrating its 35 year anniversary and expanding its program
offerings beyond early childhood teacher education for the first
time in its history with the introduction of health and wellbeing
programs to support healthcare sectors around the world.
“We look forward to introducing further new initiatives in the
future and continuing to support India with our program offerings
for both early childhood education and health and wellbeing,”
said Fox.

Selena Fox with graduates
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CHINESE STUDENT SWAPS ADULT
TEACHING FOR ECE
NZTC’s Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early
Childhood Education) enabled Kevin Qian to
transition from planning learning programs for
adults in China to teaching young children in
New Zealand.
You didn’t start your career in early childhood education (ECE).
How did you end up becoming an early childhood teacher?
I was in the learning and development profession before coming to
New Zealand. My clients were adults, and I enjoyed planning and
executing learning programs for them. I had never tried teaching and
caring for children, and I figured it was a good time for me to step
out of my comfort zone and try new areas. Given that I had recently
gotten married and ECE is a promising career with a good possibility
of employment, I decided to study a Graduate Diploma in Teaching
(ECE) and become an early childhood teacher in New Zealand.
What drew you to the early childhood education profession?
Two reasons underpin my current career as an early childhood
teacher: Cultivating children using my specialities, and getting
prepared to be a parent myself.
What were the best aspects of your studies with NZTC?
It was flexible and convenient to study using NZTC’s Blended
Learning mode. The Graduate Diploma in Teaching (ECE) program
was comprehensive, covering most of the key areas of ECE in New
Zealand and providing the opportunity for students to acquire
adequate first-hand field experience, which proved to be of great
help when job searching.
What did you enjoy the most about studying with NZTC?
I’d say the flexibility was the best part. I felt the course was following
my own schedule rather than the other way around.
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Kevin Qian

What was your biggest challenge and how did you overcome it?
It was a little difficult at first doing Field Practice at a day care centre,
as I was completely new to ECE. However, working for at least 16
hours a week helped me to quickly get on board and figure out what
the basics of being an early childhood teacher were.
What do you like most about working in ECE?
As an ECE teacher, our time with children may influence their whole
lives and help shape their personalities. It is a great responsibility
and a big challenge. The best part of working in a day care centre is
contributing to children’s lives and being able to see the influence
that you have in their learning.
What is your advice to other students thinking of moving to New
Zealand to study ECE?
Simply go for it. You might consider working in ECE as a life-long
career – good choice! There’s a clear career path from teacher
to centre manager. Otherwise, studying ECE will equip you with
useful knowledge and skills for allocating resources to build your
own centre, which is a promising business. In addition, to work as a
teacher will cultivate your own patience, communication skills, and
love and caring.
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