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CHRISTCHURCH CHARMS 
CHINESE STUDENT

Initially settling in Auckland to study a Graduate Diploma in 
Teaching (ECE), Lisel soon longed for a change of pace after 
commencing her studies and, upon learning more about NZTC’s 
Christchurch campus, relocated to the South Island’s biggest city. 

NZTC’s flexible online mode of learning made moving campuses 
and cities a breeze, enabling Lisel to continue her studies without 
interruption.

“There were so many people who supported and helped me 
during my time of study. I attended weekly tutorials, where I met 
teachers and students who were pursuing the same dream as 
me,” she explained.  

“The online discussion forums were great and provided me with 
a platform to post questions and get ideas from other students 
and lecturers.” 

By the time she graduated, Lisel was so captivated with her new 
city that she decided to continue living and working there. Today 
she is flourishing in her role as an early childhood teacher at a 
preschool and embracing all that the city and its surroundings 
have to offer. 

“Christchurch is surrounded by plenty of fun places within a few 
hours’ drive. You can go to Hanmer Springs and sit in a hot pool 
while enjoying the snowy mountains around you, experience 
the spectacular views of Arthur’s Pass, visit the romantic French 
town of Akaroa, or eat crayfish and see wild seals in Kaikoura,” 
said Lisel. 

As an active part of the Christchurch early childhood education 
community, Lisel enjoys organising events for international 
students new to the city to discuss their studies and work life and 
offer support through sharing her own experience with others. 

An avid ukulele player, she hosts workshops where she gives 
lessons to other early childhood teachers on how to incorporate 
the ukulele in their daily practice. 

“I love meeting people from different parts of the world. I’ve 
made lovely friends through these workshops and events and 
we do a lot of trekking and short trips around Christchurch 
together,” she said.

NZTC graduate Lisel Zhang shares her experience of living, studying and working in Christchurch 

Lisel Zhang’s thirst for adventure and desire to play a role in young children’s development inspired her to move to 
New Zealand from China to study early childhood education with New Zealand Tertiary College. 
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As a cold spell made its way across New Zealand, new NZTC students 
made their way to the college’s Auckland and Christchurch campuses 
for orientation week.

Rain, wind and the winter chill couldn’t curb students’ excitement 
as they commenced their NZTC study journey, getting to know the 
college and more about life in New Zealand. 

Orientation kicked off with a pōhiri – a traditional Māori welcoming 
ceremony – where students from all over the world, including 
countries such as China, India, South Africa, Sri Lanka, South Korea 
and the Philippines, were welcomed to the college. 

After the formal proceedings of the ceremony, which includes 
speeches, waiata (songs) and a hongi (the ceremonial touching 
of noses), staff and students joined together to share kai (food) in 
keeping with the Māori tradition of manaakitanga (hospitality).

“The welcome that we received at NZTC was very fun, well-
organised and warm, especially because so many of the college’s 
top management personally welcomed us. We feel that we can now 
begin our new journey,” said Manhua Li from China, who is studying a 
Certificate in Early Childhood Education (Level 5). 

Following information sessions on topics such as college support 
systems, field practice, study preparation and NZTC Online, the week 
ended with a guided tour of the campus cities. 

New students experience Kiwi culture
International students got a glimpse of New Zealand history and culture during the July orientation.

Students in Auckland travelled by train to the bustling suburb of 
Newmarket, then journeyed to the Auckland Museum, where they 
were immersed in New Zealand history and culture. 

“It was wonderful. Everything that I have imagined or read about 
New Zealand, I found at one place,” said Master of Early Childhood 
Education student Mani Singh of her museum experience. 

Christchurch students explored the Garden City, taking in the many 
sights it has to offer such as the Bridge of Remembrance, Canterbury 
Museum, Christchurch Botanic Gardens and Cathedral Square. 

“Orientation was very beneficial to me. Before, so many things 
were going through my mind, but after orientation I am much more 
relaxed and I am thankful to the NZTC team for doing such wonderful 
and professional work,” said Mani. 

For Indian student Harpreet Singh, who is studying a Certificate 
in Early Childhood Teaching (Level 6), orientation week helped to 
alleviate feelings of homesickness that he had been experiencing 
since arriving in the country. He said, “After arriving in New Zealand I 
was very confused, but the college team is very supportive, which has 
helped me to overcome my homesickness.”

WeChat is a social communication app 
that connects over 900 million people 
across the globe! Developed and most 
prominent in China, app users are 
able to do just about anything, from 
text, voice and video calls to booking 

appointments and making mobile payments.

We’re using WeChat’s extensive network and rich 
features to connect with our followers in a more personal 
way. Our official account will see us provide our followers 
with an engaging and enriching NZTC experience through 
messages, images, and videos sent 
directly to their private chat. 

Scan or share our QR code to 
connect with us today and follow 
the NZTC journey.

We’re on WeChat!

Students visit the Auckland Museum

Christchurch students tour the city
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Global teaching journey for NZTC graduate
Teaching English abroad sparked an interest in ECE for Iranian student Kamaleddin Marvian. 

NZTC graduate Kamaleddin Marvian has 
been calling China home for 15 years. Born 
in Iran, he first started working as a private 
English language teacher in Tokyo, Japan, in 
1998 before moving to Beijing to continue 
his teaching career.  

Kamaleddin, who recently completed a 
Master of Early Childhood Education degree 
through NZTC Global, was inspired to pursue 
a career in early childhood education when 
he observed the speedy learning progress of 
his younger students.

“It was during my career as an English 
language teacher in Beijing that I realised 

the best possible quality of service to his 
students, their families and the community, 
Kamaleddin pursued a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (Early Childhood 
Education) online with NZTC.  

Though it was challenging at first to juggle 
his studies with raising his son and teaching 
full-time, with support from the college, 
determination and hard work, Kamaleddin 
graduated with his postgraduate degree. 
Soon after, he commenced his master’s 
qualification. 

“Since I have been away from school for a 
while and I have family responsibilities, it 

how fascinating small children are. They learned very fast and 
quickly made advances in their language capabilities,” explained 
Kamaleddin. 

After working at various primary schools and kindergartens, 
where he gained a lot of knowledge from the Chinese 
communities on practice in each working environment, he 
decided to further his studies in the field of early childhood 
education. 

Motivated by a need to better understand the concept of 
being a professional early childhood educator and to provide 

took me some time to adjust to the lifestyle of a student. Also, 
I was more used to the traditional way of having classes, and it 
took me a while to get used to learning online,” said Kamaleddin. 

“I am now excited to start applying the knowledge that I have 
gained from the Master of Early Childhood Education in practice.”

For Kamaleddin, learning and gaining more knowledge of 
early childhood education is a never-ending journey, and he is 
planning to further his studies with NZTC by relocating to New 
Zealand in the future.
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