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NZTC CELEBRATES 521 EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION GRADUATES

New Zealand Tertiary College were thrilled to celebrate 521 new graduates in 
April with 411 eligible to apply for provisional teacher certification.

As qualified child-centred ECE teachers remain sought after 
across the country, New Zealand’s largest early childhood 
teacher education provider recognised the achievements of 
hundreds of upskilled professionals at ceremonies held in April.

Alongside the conferring of NZQA approved early childhood 
qualifications, NZTC graduations are a time where the college 
honours high standards of excellence in a tradition that dates 
back to 1982.

Special commendation award winners included international 
student Rajni Sharma who displayed Academic Excellence 
during her Master of Early Childhood Education studies.

“Winning the Academic Excellence award was a very surprising 
moment for me. I really enjoyed my NZTC study and the 
lecturing staff were really supportive and co-operative,” said 
Rajni.

“Everything has awesomely changed since my master’s with 
NZTC. I have improved relationships with colleagues, whānau 
and children.”

Acknowledging the important role every single college 
graduate plays as nurturers of our next generation, NZTC Chief 
Executive Selena Fox encouraged graduates to take another 
look and be constantly curious in their ECE practice.

“Graduates, you know to your professional core the importance 
of observing, really seeing, intentionally noticing, and then 

acting for children on the basis of your evidence observed, to 
serve them well. It is your daily early childhood teacher life,” 
she said.

The importance of appropriate technological use with 
children was shared and acknowledged as Dr Chip Donohue, 
international ECE expert in technology and digital media in 
the early years, was awarded an NZTC Fellowship of Honour in 
recognition of his 17 year contribution to the college.

“Chip’s contribution to the early childhood profession 
is significant. NZTC is who it is today – offering flexible 
opportunities of learning that every student and each 
graduate here today has engaged in because of the gift of his 
contribution,” said Fox.

 Everything has awesomely changed since my 
master’s with NZTC. I have improved relationships 

with colleagues, whānau and children. 

Master of Early Childhood Education 
graduate Rajni Sharma
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NZTC ORIENTATION SHARES KIWI CULTURE
Students from India, China, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and the Solomon Islands were welcomed to the 
college with a traditional Māori welcoming ceremony and city tours in April.
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AUCKLAND
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CHINESE STUDENT INSPIRED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE EARLY IN 
CHILDREN’S LEARNING JOURNEY
It was NZTC student Frank Yan’s passion for education that first brought him from Changsha to 
Auckland, where he initially planned to pursue a career as a university lecturer.

While studying towards a PhD in Management, Frank worked as 
a tutor and was surprised by the vast range of learning styles he 
saw in his students.

His experience inspired him to make a difference earlier in 
students’ learning journeys and he decided to change his path 
to early childhood education.

“I decided to go back to when learning starts. I hope to make 
a real contribution to the community by offering support and 
resources to children in their early years,” said Frank.

Frank is now studying NZTC’s Graduate Diploma in Teaching 
(ECE), a program offering a flexible online learning environment 
alongside hands-on practical experience. Studying while 
working enables him to translate the knowledge, skills and 
theories he learns each day into practice.

“The course is well-designed with the most up-to-date 
theories, which are a useful guide for me to come back to if I 
come across any confusions in my work. It has laid an excellent 
foundation for my daily practices.”

Frank plans to pursue further study once he has gained a few 
years’ work experience, but for now he is enjoying learning and 
growing in his role as a preschool teacher.

“I love my days on the floor. It is remarkable that every day I get 
to experience, make sense and utilise what I’ve learnt. We’re 
helping to shape the future!”

Frank Yan
AUCKLAND RANKED THIRD 
MOST LIVEABLE CITY FOR 
EIGHTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

Auckland continues to hold its position 
among the world’s top cities for quality 
of living, according to Mercer’s 21st 
annual Quality of Living survey.

Mercer commented on Auckland’s 
high ranking, paying note to the 
city’s “well-balanced economy, idyllic 
environment, and high levels of 
personal safety”.

Click HERE for more information on 
the Quality of Living survey results.
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