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WELCOME TO 
NEW ZEALAND AND NZTC

Left to Right: Mohini Walia (from India), Constance Li (China), Ke He (China), Raphael Wong (Hong Kong), Shizuka Watanabe (Japan), Peng Zou (China)

NZTC: What programs are you studying?
Ke: Mohini and I are studying the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Early Childhood Education). We’re looking to extend on the education 
knowledge we already have. 
Constance: I’ve completed the Certificate in Early Childhood Education 
(Level 5), and now I’m going to studying the Certificate in Early Childhood 
Teaching (Level 6). I’m relieving in an early childhood centre currently.
Shizuka: I’m studying the Certificate in Early Childhood Education (Level 
5) – I’m starting at the beginning!
Peng: Raphael and I are studying the Graduate Diploma in Teaching 
(Early Childhood Education). 

NZTC: What are your hopes for the first stage of your study?
Constance: It’s going to be a really exciting journey. I want to improve 
my spoken English. And I want to balance my time and try my best.
Ke: I want to really explore career development. I’ve worked in 
education related jobs for the last six years – including teaching TESOL 
– now I want to learn about some different areas. In China, we have a 
saying ‘if you want to know a person’s character, look at their first three 
years of life.’ Early childhood is such a significant time in life. I’m looking 
forward to the hands-on experience which will help me with my career 
and my future family.
Mohini: I’ve had experience teaching 10-15 year olds. Early childhood 
education is so different, working with infants and small children. I want 
to improve my level of patience and become a better person. 
Peng: I’ve worked as an English teacher before, working with children 
with special needs like ADHD. I’d like to learn what we can do to 
intervene at an earlier stage in children’s lives. 

On day one of our orientation week we met up with Mohini, 
Constance, Ke, Raphael, Shizuka and Peng to ask about 
their first impressions of NZTC and New Zealand, and their 
dreams for the year ahead. 

NZTC: How did you enjoy today’s pōhiri (Māori welcoming 
ceremony)?
Ke: It was really sacred – not religious - but sacred, and at the same time 
beautiful and lively. 
Mohini: It was lovely! We all feel so welcome… it’s such a great feeling; 
I didn’t think it would feel this great! 

NZTC: What are your first impressions of NZTC and New Zealand?
Mohini: From the moment I enrolled I had a positive impression of the 
College. We kept getting emailed updates, letting us know exactly what 
will be going on when. It was so appreciated. As for New Zealand, I 
only arrived yesterday. I’m excited and enthusiastic to get started. The 
fact that it is New Zealand stands out to me…I associate it with a new 
beginning. 
Ke: I’ve been to New Zealand twice before. Regarding NZTC – the staff 
have been really warm and nice.

NZTC: How have you found your first day of orientation?
Raphael: Really informative!
Peng: I found the student safety information was invaluable. We 
found out so many things we didn’t know before; things that are very 
important for us to understand. 
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NZTC: Welcome to NZTC Constance, Ke, Mohini, Peng, Shizuka and 
Raphael! We are thrilled you have chosen to study with us. We hope 
you enjoy the rest of your orientation week and look forward to 
hearing of your progress later in the year. 
Mohini: Our thanks to the staff!

Shizuka: For me, it’s the first step towards what I want to do. I think 
early childhood education is a really interesting area and I believe I can 
do my best.
Raphael: I want to experience New Zealand’s natural beauty. I’ve 
studied overseas before, and worked as a tour guide. I grew up with 
a very different way of parenting – I really appreciate New Zealand’s 
free-thinking way… how there’s so much room for creativity in a ‘no 
pressure’ environment. Basically I just want to gain fundamental early 
childhood knowledge from a New Zealand perspective.

NZTC: What are you looking forward to most about living and 
studying in New Zealand?
Raphael: Nature, food and coffee! 
Shizuka: Making friends and starting on a good career path.
Mohini: Probably the water sports!
Ke: Yes, outdoor sports... maybe even the Sky Jump?!

Archana Subramanian, a Senior Reporter from The Hindu, a leading 
Indian newspaper based in Chennai, visited our campus accompanied 
by Susie McShane from Education New Zealand (ENZ) earlier this month.

Archana is collecting Indian student experiences of New Zealand to 
publish a series of articles about education in New Zealand.  

The two were hosted by James Ward (Business Operations Manager) 
and Sanil Haria (Marketing Manager) who gave presentations on NZTC. 
Archana and Susie were then taken for a campus tour and met two 
current students from India. 

The students shared their stories of coming to New Zealand to study at 
NZTC. Harbhajan Kaur shared how she had moved to New Zealand as 
a single parent with her son. She is studying the Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education (Early Childhood Education) and her son is studying 
automotive mechanics. Angeline Chettiar is studying the Graduate 
Diploma in Teaching (Early Childhood Education). She left her husband 
and two children in India and intends on sponsoring them to come to 
New Zealand when she graduates. Both students spoke positively about 
their choices to come to New Zealand to study. Their reasons ranged 
from New Zealand’s leadership in the field of early childhood education 
to the safe and quiet environment. 

NZTC extends our sincere thanks to ENZ for arranging the visit and looks 
forward to working with Archana in the near future.

Top image: Sanil, James, Archana and Susie
Bottom image: Harbhajan Kaur and Angeline Chettiar
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As art is a big part of my educational background and also a 
personal passion, I wanted to learn how to support children’s 
development through art.

Back home in Indonesia one of my friends suggested I study 
early childhood education through NZTC – she’s a very 
competent educator so I gladly took her advice.  I’ve loved 
learning about facilitating children’s art projects, as well as 
good teacher-family relationships and the Māori culture. 
Academic writing has been quite a challenge for me, but 
the lecturers are helping me by proofreading my work and 
offering thoughtful suggestions.

I feel excited about working with young children because 
their imaginations amaze me. After graduating I’d like to 
become an atelierista (a teacher under the Reggio Emilia 
teaching philosophy). 

Nur Ayu Fitria
Current student of the Certificate in 
Early Childhood Teaching (Level 6)


